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Dear readers,

The month of March reminds all stakeholders of the need to celebrate the 

contributions of women to society. This year's International Women's Day (IWD) 

theme: “Embrace Equity” is a timely conversation on why we should all be advocate of 

equity, given the progress communities can make when all gender is treated fairly and 

impartially.

For us at the Center, we strongly believe that the key drivers of equitable society are 
transparency and accountability. We must first embrace transparency and 
accountability in our public and private endeavors in order for us to be fair and just to all 
human regardless of gender. Thus, as we advocate for gender equity, stakeholders must 
work to improve measures that promote transparency.

Over the month, the Center relentlessly engaged and participated in activities that 
promotes transparency and the fight against corruption. In this edition of our 
newsletter, you will find our intervention on the recently release Global Terrorism 
Index (GTI) where we called for more stakeholders' actions in wake of threats posed by 
increasing activities of non-state actors across the sub-region. You would also find report 
of our engagements with government agencies and other civil society organizations 
resourceful.

As we enter the second quarter of the year, we hope that you can be part of our journey 
of ridding the nation's public sector of corruption by entrenching measures of 
transparency.

Together, let's #EmbraceEquity

Victor Agi 
Head, Public Relations
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he Center for Fiscal Transparency and Integrity 

TWatch (CeFTIW) has joined stakeholders in 

canvassing for data protection ambassadors in 

ministries, departments and agencies of government for the 

nation to reap the gains of the growing digital ecosystem.

This call was made at the monthly lunchtime seminar of the 

Bureau of Public Service Reforms (BPSR) with the theme 

“National Digital Transformation and Data Protection 

Awareness Campaign,” with stakeholders stressing the need 

to consolidate the gains of the digital ecosystem.

Delivering the keynote address, Dr. Vincent Olatunji, the 

National Commissioner/CEO of the Nigeria Data 

Protection Bureau (NDPB), said that digitization and 

digitalization has brought about significant changes to the 

global economy and workplace environment and urged 

public servants to key into the nation’s digitization drive for 

greater efficiency in government businesses.

He said that the digital economy has necessitated the need 

for the workforce to be circumspect when dealing with data: 

“data protection in the digital economy has become an 

increasingly important issue as more personal information 

is collected and processed by businesses and organizations.”

Olatunji noted that data protection is everyone’s 

responsibility, and called on stakeholders to implement 

appropriate measures to ensure the security and privacy of 

the data, while also preventing the rising cases of identity 

theft. He added that effective data management can build 

trust and increase accountability.

In his remark, the Director General of the BPSR, Mr. Dasuki 

Arabi, noted that the government data protection awareness 

campaign is intended to educate and provide technical 

and non-technical information/support required to 

successfully implement files and document digitization.

He said that the campaign will provide knowledge and 

bridge skills gaps, with guidelines & standards for 

digitization and ultimate implementation of Enterprise 

Content Management (ECM) Solution as part of the 

Reform Initiatives of the National Strategy for Public 

Service Reforms (NSPSR).

The Executive Director of the Center, Umar Yakubu 

highlighted the benefits of data science to human 

development but stressed on the needs to regularly 

address the challenges it comes with such as cybercrime.

As a data-driven organization, the Center welcomes the 

data protection awareness, and is willing to provide 

support to government and stakeholders towards 

ensuring data safety. The Center also believes that 

digitization is one of the easiest paths to transparent and 

accountable system, and therefore urge government to 

facilitate the nationwide implementation of the 

National Digital Economy Policy and Strategy (NDEPS) 

for growth and development.

Center Joins Stakeholders in Canvassing 

for Data Protection Ambassadors in MDAs
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rganized by the Savannah Centre for 

ODiplomacy Democracy and Development 

(SCDDD), the LEAD National Online Forum 

on the State of the Nation was to discuss outcomes of the 

2023 general elections in shaping a path for unity, 

cohesion and development.

While acknowledging areas that institutions and 

stakeholders in the electoral process failed to live up to 

expectations, the dialogue recommended and noted that 

citizens must be wary of political grandstanding and 

emotionally laden narratives in the interest of peace and 

unity.

Leading the conversation, Chief Ezenwa Nwagwu, the 

convener of “Say No Campaign -Nigeria” said that the 

nation needs a truth vanguard that can confront the 

propaganda that has characterized the fallouts of the 

election, noting that stakeholders should not “throw the 

baby out with the bathwater.”

Nwagwu also advocated for a leadership audit at 

subnational levels, saying that the lack of transparency 

and accountability at states and local government levels 

have immensely impacted governance, and by extension 

the outcome of the 2023 elections.

Amidst mixed feelings and opinions on the outcome, the 

dialogue described the Bimodal Voter Accreditation 

System (BVAS) as a “game changer” that must be 

improved upon in future elections. However, it demanded 

more accountability in the performance of law 

enforcement agencies and political parties during polls in 

order to strengthen the process.

The Center reiterates the need for civil society groups, 

media and other stakeholders to pay more attention to 

governance at state and local government areas, as their 

operations are often cloaked in opacity. For instance, it is 

disturbing that of the 774 local government areas in 

Nigeria that the Center assessed in the 2022 Transparency 

and Integrity Index (TII), only nine LGAs have functional 

websites for displaying their activities and engaging 

citizens. This clearly shows the level of neglect and 

disregard for transparency and accountability in the third 

tier of government which is the closest to the people.

The Center also holds that inclusion is important in our 

quest to achieve national unity, cohesion and 

development. Regardless of the outcome of the elections, 

it is hoped that the incoming government would look 

beyond the dividing lines and form a government that is 

inclusive in all ramifications.
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Proceeds of Crime: 

Center participates at NDLEA bid opening ceremony

n continuous efforts to ensure transparency Iin asset recovery regime and implementation 
of section 3 (c) of the Proceed of Crime Act 

(POCA) which mandates relevant agencies to 
maintain assets management and disposal 
systems, the Center joined stakeholders at the 
National Drug Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) during its bid opening ceremony for 
five (5) advertised properties.

Although the auction was declared inconclusive 
as bidders do not meet up with the property 
valuation price, this process is a necessary step 
towards effective management of recovered 
public assets, and the Center is urging relevant 
agencies to continue to follow due process in 
asset recovery and disposal.
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March Infographics Corner
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Democracy: Between Supreme Court Judgment 

and Perpetual Executive Disregard
By Victor Agi

In the week that Nigerians await the outcome of its 

presidential election, the dominant news in the U.S., the 

nation we copied the presidential system of electoral 

democracy, was on its Supreme Court, as the court convened 

to hear cases that challenged President Joe Biden’s $400 

billion worth student loan forgiveness plan. The court was to 

determine if the administration’s proposal to unilaterally 

forgo student loans without congressional approval is within 

its powers, and if such powers can indeed be derived from the 

provision of the Higher Education Relief Opportunities For 

Students (HEROES) Act being relied upon, on the one hand, 

and if such waiver will be fair to “a 

small business owner who did not 

have a college degree but instead 

took out a loan to start their 

business,” for instance, who may 

not see any relief, a point made by 

Chief Justice John Roberts during 

the hearing. The outcome of the 

cases brought before the courts is 

expected to be out before the end 

of June.

The above is one of many cases 

that exemplifies how powers are 

properly delineated to check abuse and usurpation by one arm 

of the government as contained in the writings of the French 

political philosopher Charles Louis de Secondat, Baron 

Montesquieu (1748; The Spirit of Laws). Simply put, the 

principle of separation of powers spells out the mutual 

relations among the three organs of the government, thereby 

empowering each organ to function without intrusion by the 

other in a democratic society.

While Nigeria continues to celebrate the successful 

transmission of power from one democratic government to 

another since we embraced our current constitutional 

democracy in 1999, and indeed the progress we have made 

with our elections, especially with regard to legal framework, 

the same cannot be categorically said of our institutions and 

officials empowered by law to ensure the law is supreme. This 

is especially true because laws, no matter how well thought 

out, require upright and democratically minded individuals 

who understand and submit to the principle of the “rule of 

law” to implement (executive role) and interpret (judicial 

role). This appears to be the major shortcoming in our 

democratic experience, a situation where those vested with 

executive powers f lagrantly disregard procedures for 

seemingly selfish purposes, often time under the guise of 

national interest/security.

A case in point is the current issue of the naira redesign 

policy brought and determined by the supreme court last 

week. It was a matter that 

borders on the constitutionality 

or otherwise of the CBN’s policy 

and whether the supreme court 

has the jurisdiction to entertain 

the case in the first instance. In 

the run-up to the final judgment 

which was delivered on the 3rd 

of March, 2023, Nigerians saw 

how the CBN and the President 

varied and issued counter 

direct ives to the Supreme 

Court’s initial interim order 

which compelled the CBN and 

commercial banks to abort the 10th of February deadline, 

pending the determination of the case filed by the 

concerned state governments on behalf of its citizens. 

Regardless of its claims that the policy was in the interest of 

Nigerians, this experience typifies a government with 

disregard for court rulings and democratic processes. 

Read hear: https://www.fiscaltransparency.org/democracy-

between-supreme-court-judgment-and-perpetual-executive-

disregard/ 

Victor Agi is the Head, Public Relations at the Center for 

Fiscal Transparency and Integrity Watch
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STOP CORRUPTION
Stop corruption please,
It's a contagious disease,

That not only affects the persons,
But also the whole nation.

Corruption is like cancer,
Spreading from one part to another,

And its movement is so fast,
That almost nothing's left to be done at last.

The apparent patriots like the scared birds,
Fly away to the distant lands,

In search of a secured,
And better life indeed.

If anyone dares to stand against corruption,
The ones suffering from the very pollution,

Throw him in the jail,
Or bury under the soil.

As the sunset lets the dawn to appear,
We shouldn't let our dreams expire,

Since the expected moment isn't far away,
Only you and I can bring that day.

@Md. Ziaul Haque

The Cost of Corruption

Corruption, the beast that lurks within 
A poison that seeps into every sin
It claws at the fabric of our society 
And leaves behind a trail of anxiety

It's the cost of a life-saving surgery 
The cost of a child's education
It's the price we pay for our security 
And the cause of our nation's stagnation

@Peace Essien
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