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Dear Reader, 

We are excited to bring you another edition of our Monthly Transparency 

Watch.

The past month is remarkable for us at the Center for several reasons, 

especially because on the 28th of September, the world marked the 2022 UN 

International Day for Universal Access to Information. This year’s 

celebration and theme: Articial Intelligence, e-Governance and Access to 

Information” is at the core of one of our agship projects, the Transparency 

and Integrity Index (TII), which was recently presented.

Through sustained advocacy, the Center is pleased with the outcome of the 

2022 TII research, as public institutions have improved from last year’s 

ranking, and gradually embracing e-governance and digitization drive.

While the Center celebrates the success recorded in last one year, there is 

indeed more work to be done towards actualizing the e-governance 

masterplan. Our partnership with the Bureau of Public Service Reforms 

(BPSR), the government body responsible for initiating, coordinating and 

ensuring the full implementation of government reform policies and 

programs will assist in consolidating our efforts at getting more public 

institutions to proactively disclose information thereby enhancing citizens’ 

access to information.

Thank you for your continuous interest in the works that we do, and we 

hope that you will nd this edition of newsletter interesting.

Victor Agi
Public Relations Manager
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With 58.74% Score, DBN Emerges 
Top in 2022 TII Ranking, Center Records 

Overall Improved MDAs Performance over 2021
he Development Bank of Nigeria has 

Temerged as the overall best in the 2022 
Transparency and Integrity Index report 

presented by the Center for Fiscal Transparency 
and Integrity Watch (CeFTIW).

The Index, borne out of the need to strengthen 
existing preventive mechanisms in combating 
corruption in the public sector, is a scientic 
research that assesses MDAs’ compliance with 
r e l e v a n t  l a w s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conventions/treaties on open governance and 
transparency of government business.

The research was conducted in line with the 
Center’s objective of promoting transparency, 
monitoring public sector expenditure and 
strengthening public institutions integrity 
mechanisms; given the concerns of non-disclosure 
of vital information that is supposed to be in the 
public domain by government institutions.

Making the presentation to stakeholders, the 
Center’s Executive Director, Umar Yakubu said 
that the year’s assessment was hinged on twenty-
nine variables drawn from  six themes  including 
information on website accessibility/integrity, 

scal transparency, citizens engagement, open 
procurement, anti-corruption, and human 
resources & inclusion.

Yakubu said that the Index provides the benchmark 
to rate public sector institutions in Nigeria and, at 
the same time, empowers Nigerians to demand 
accountability at all levels.

Announcing the top ten MDAs in the year’s report, 
Umar said: “the Development Bank of Nigeria has 
the highest score of 58.74% and ranked 1st. It is 
followed by nine (9) other institutions in the top 
ranking, the institutions are: Bank of Industry and 
National Pension Commission, ranked 2nd with 
48.33% respectively. Nigerian Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative, 4th with 47.50%.”

Others in the top ten are: “Bureau of Public Service 
Reforms, 5th with 47.17%. Nigerian Investment 
Promotion Commission, 6th with 45.83%. Bureau of 
Public Procurement, 7th with 42.50%. Debt 
Management Ofce and Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related Offences Commission, 
8th with 40.83% respectively.”

Read full report here: https://bit.ly/3TYeVKS 
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Pictures from the Public Presentation of the 2022
Transparency and Integrity Index, Public Service Diary

and Probes Monitor Portal

w w w . fi s c a l t r a n s p a r e n c y . o r gM O N T H L Y  T R A N S P A R E N C Y  W A T C H

04



ut of over 340 applicants 

Ofor the rst cohort of the 

Analytics for a Better 

World Fellowship for non-prot 

practitioners, the Center for Fiscal 

Transparency and Integrity 

Watch’s Research Lead, Mukhtar 

Abdulhameed, has made the 

shortlisted 43 candidates.

 

ABW, an Amsterdam based think 

tank, believes in the role of 

analytics in nding solutions to 

the world’s big challenges of 

extreme poverty, climate change 

and inaccessible healthcare; and 

exists to support the non-prot 

sector with the same techniques 

in order to contribute to the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) of the United Nations.

 

Hence, the ABW intensive 8-week 

applied data science fellowship 

program is designed to support 

non-prots practitioners to 

amplify impact by promoting 

intrapreneurship with the teams, 

and equip the team with the right 

tools and techniques, and support 

them to co-design and co-create 

digital solutions for technical and 

organizational challenges.

 

Over the years, the Center has 

deployed technological and data 

solutions to solving societal 

issues, especially committing to 

improving transparency and 

accountability in the nation’s 

public service. The Center’s 

Transparency and Integrity Index 

(TII) is one of such data-driven 

interventions aimed at ensuring 

that public institutions comply 

with extant laws and 

international commitments on 

open governance.

 

The Center is therefore excited 

that our Research Lead has been 

selected for this fellowship as a 

result of the TII research and 

other data-inclined projects that 

we have executed. This 

fellowship and professional 

mentorship will enhance our use 

of data to solve everyday projects, 

especially as we hope to 

mainstream the TII as a tool for 

measuring public sector 

transparency and the ght against 

corruption on the continent given 

our strategic position as the sub-

Saharan African representative on 

the Board of the United Nations 

Convention Against Corruption 

(UNCAC) Coalition. 

ABW Fellowship: Center’s Research Lead Makes ABW 

First Cohort of Data Science Practitioners from the Non-Profit Sector
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2023 Elections: Stakeholders Seek 
Citizens’ Cooperation to Curb Monetization

As the ofcial campaign 

season for the 2023 

elections is set to 

commence on the 28th of 

September, stakeholders have 

expressed concerns about the 

undue monetization of the 

campaign process and the 

transparency questions in the 

source of funding for political 

parties, and seek the support of 

citizens to effectively track and 

curb undue monetization of the 

process.

These concerns and calls were 

made during a Twitter Spaces 

conversation organized by the 

Center for Fiscal Transparency 

and Integrity Watch (CeFTIW) 

with the theme: “The 

Transparency Questions in 

Political Parties Sources of 

Funding Ahead of Ofcial 

Campaign Season,” with 

speakers noting that there is the 

need to monitor and track the 

source of fundings for political 

parties to improve transparency 

and accountability in line with the 

electoral law.

In his contribution, a Public Policy 

Expert and an Academic, Dr. 

Nasiru Aminu pointed out that 

money is an important factor in 

running a successful campaign, as 

it is required to propagate ideas, 

solicit votes, and cater for logistics; 

but noted that sourcing and 

spending money for campaigns 

should be done transparently as it 

is obtainable in established 

democracies.

“Across the globe, there are best 

practices we can follow, and the 

electoral law is also clear on 

donations to political parties,” he 

said; citing the UK’s Political 

Parties Election and Referendum 

Act (PPERA), 2000 which species 

the amount of money that a 

political party can receive as 

donations for a campaign.

He stated that the PPERA for 

instance stipulates that only 

persons in the Electoral Register 

can donate to a political party, 

making it easier to track donations 

to a political party, and effectively 

curtail external inuence in the 

process.

The Economist said that the 

practice in Nigeria is porous and 

encourages illicit use of money to 

determine outcomes of polls, which 

in the long run leads to 

embezzlement of public funds, as 

politicians would naturally want to 

compensate for their nancial 

investment in politics when elected.

The position of the law

Citing Sections 85-90 of the 

Electoral Law 2022, Titilope 

Anifowoshe Esq., the Executive 

Director, Eagles Foundation for 

Humanity said that the law is 

explicit about how much politicians 

and political parties can spend for 

their campaigns, and the way to go 

about sourcing political campaign 

funding.

Speaking directly to the debate 

about diaspora funding of 

political parties and aspirants, 

Anifowoshe said that Section 85 

addresses the issue and forbids 

foreign donations. Although she 

expressed concern that the law 

is silent on whether Nigerians 

who live in the diaspora are 

classied as foreigners. She 

equally stated that Section 88 

places a ceiling on campaign 

spending limits on all ofces in 

the land, and how much 

individuals and corporate 

entities can donate to an 

aspirant, but bemoaned that the 

current reality has shown a gross 

contravention of the limit of 

campaign spending by politicians.

More here: 

https://www.scaltransparency.or

g/2023-elections-stakeholders-seek-

citizens-cooperation-to-curb-

monetization/ 



An address presented by the Center for Fiscal Transparency and Integrity An address presented by the Center for Fiscal Transparency and Integrity 
Watch’s BoT Chairman, Amb. Angela Nworgu on the occasion of the Presentation of Watch’s BoT Chairman, Amb. Angela Nworgu on the occasion of the Presentation of 

the Transparency and Integrity Index, Public Service Diaries and Probes Monitor Portals the Transparency and Integrity Index, Public Service Diaries and Probes Monitor Portals 
at the Shehu Yar’Adua Center, Abuja on 4th October, 2022at the Shehu Yar’Adua Center, Abuja on 4th October, 2022
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t is my delight to join the Director 

IGeneral of the Bureau of Public 

Service Reforms to welcome you 

all to this threefold occasion. Today’s 

gathering is in furtherance of the 

Center’s efforts at promoting 

principles of transparency in the 

nation’s public service, and good 

governance in general.

The Center for Fiscal Transparency & 

Integrity Watch (CeFTIW) is a non-

governmental and non-partisan 

organization established in 2016 to 

promote accountability and 

transparency within the public sector. 

In promoting good governance at all 

levels to achieve its objectives, the 

Center develops technological 

solutions to monitor public sector 

expenditure and provide same to the 

public. It monitors issues relating to 

the integrity of public ofcers and 

institutions’ responsiveness to public 

scrutiny.

While it promotes open governance at 

national and sub-national levels, it also 

serves as a credible hub for resources 

related to the criminal justice system. 

The Center has worked with 

government, media and civil society to 

implement programs and 

interventions to strengthen legal and 

institutional frameworks within the 

criminal justice system toward 

strengthening democracy and 

improving governance in Nigeria.

Through advocacy and scientic 

research, the Center has continued to 

partner with stakeholders in the ght 

against corruption in the public sector 

and enhance compliance with extant 

laws on open governance. For 

instance, the Center was the lead civil 

society organization to engage with 

the Ofce of the Honourable Attorney 

General of the Federation & Minister 

of Justice for high-level support in the 

passage of the Money Laundering 

(Prevention and Prohibition) Act 2022, 

Proceeds of Crime (Recovery and 

Management) Act 2022, Witness 

Protection Act 2022, Terrorism 

(Prevention and Prohibition) Act 2022 

and Terrorism (Prevention and 

Prohibition) Act 2022 (as amended).

Equally, the Center, in response to the 

monetization of the nation’s elections, 

has through its Electoral Financing 

Project, developed a portal to track 

election spending. We hope to, 

through this database of election 

spending, promote transparency in 

the political parties and candidates’ 

sources of funding ahead of the 2023 

general elections.

Today, we are gathered to present 

three of our other interventions aimed 

at promoting transparency in the 

public sector.

Firstly, the Transparency and 

Integrity Index (TII) is one of the 

Center’s agship projects supported 

by the Macarthur Foundation. It was 

borne out of the need to strengthen 

existing preventive mechanisms in 

combating corruption; especially 

given the concern that huge resources 

are deployed every year to prosecute 

corruption without corresponding 

slowdown of incidences. Hence, the 

TII was developed to enhance good 

governance by making public 

institutions as transparent as possible. 

The maiden report presented to mark 

the 2021 International Day for 

Universal Access to Information (28th 

September), clearly underpinned the 

need for government agencies to be 

more open with information as 

required by enabling local laws and 

international treaties/conventions; 

with the highest ranked organization, 

Family Homes Fund Limited 

accumulating a total score point of 

34.92%.

To consolidate and improve MDAs 

ratings, over the last year, the Center 

has sustained its advocacy by 

promoting the principle of the project, 

and the need for MDAs to proactively 

publish information on their website 

as a means of preventing corruption 

and enhancing transparency. Besides 

engaging media and other civil 

society players to propagate the 

index, an enhanced Assessment 

Methodology Handbook was also 

presented to serve as a 

comprehensive guide on how to 

ensure conformity with the relevant 

guiding principles which form the 

bedrock of the research.

Today, the Center is excited to state 

that the 2022 TII research has shown 

remarkable improvement in the 

performance of MDAs in core areas of 

open governance and transparency.  

Read full speech here: https://bit.ly/3thKBzn 

Amb. Angela Nworgu
BoT Chairman, CeFTIW
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he Center for Fiscal Transparency and Integrity Watch (CeFTIW) commends the TIndependent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) 
over its oversight role that led to the uncovering of N400 billion worth of projects 

padded in the 2021 and 2022 appropriations.

The Chairman of the Commission, Prof. Bolaji Owasanoye made this disclosure during an 
interactive session with the Senate Committee on Finance in preparation for the 2023 
budget at the National Assembly, and added that its preemptive move has also saved the 
country an estimated N50 billion for salaries of ghost workers put on ctitious payroll by 
the fraudulent MDAs between January and June this year.

“N300bn would have been wasted by the federal government on duplicated projects 
inserted into the 2021 budget and N100bn for same purpose in the current scal year if not 
tracked and intercepted by ICPC. 

“The good thing about the preemptive moves made by us is that monies for the fraudulent 
acts were prevented from being released to the affected MDAs and it’s gratifying that the 
Finance Ministry and Accountant General Ofce cooperated with us,” Owasanoye was 
reported to have said.

While the Center welcomes this move by the Commission, it equally urged for more 
preemptive actions by anti-corruption agencies to address infractions by MDAs and 
salvage the nation’s economy which is currently on a precipice according to a recent state 
of the economy report by the Ministry of Finance.

Although the ICPC boss disclosed that the names of MDAs involved in these acts of 
corruption would be released to the Committee, we equally demand that these names be 
publicized for public scrutiny. Public ofcers who are found to be culpable should 
immediately be prosecuted to serve as deterrence.

The nation’s history with scal imprudence, amidst dwindling revenue, is one that 
continues to be a source of concern; the Center seizes this opportunity to call on 
stakeholders to strengthen mechanisms that promote transparency and accountability in 
the public sector.

Victor Agi
Head, Public Relations
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n this auspicious UN International Day for Universal Access to Information, the Center for Fiscal 

OTransparency and Integrity Watch (CeFTIW) is excited to announce its efforts in promoting and 

entrenching the culture of transparency and open governance in the nation’s public service 

through its Transparency and Integrity Index (TII) report.

The TII, the Center’s agship project supported by the Macarthur Foundation, was borne out of the need to 

strengthen existing preventive mechanisms in combating corruption; especially given the concern that 

huge resources are deployed every year to prosecute corruption without corresponding slowdown of 

incidences. Hence, the TII was developed to enhance good governance by making public institutions as 

transparent as possible.

The maiden report presented to mark the 2021 International Day for Universal Access to Information (28th 

September), clearly underpinned the need for government agencies to be more open with information as 

required by enabling local laws and international treaties/conventions; with the highest ranked 

organization, Family Homes Fund Limited accumulating a total score point of 34.92%.

Over the last year, the Center has sustained its advocacy by promoting the principle of the project, and the 

need for MDAs to proactively publish information on their website as a means of preventing corruption 

and enhancing transparency. Besides engaging media and other civil society players to propagate the 

index, an enhanced Assessment Methodology Handbook was also presented to serve as a comprehensive 

guide on how to ensure conformity with the relevant guiding principles which form the bedrock of the 

research.

We are glad to state that the preliminary outcome of the 2022 TII research has shown remarkable 

improvement in the performance of MDAs in core areas of open governance and transparency.

As part of our strategic engagement to get an inroad and buy-in of government agencies, the Center is 

partnering with the Bureau of Public Service Reforms (BPSR), an agency mandated to initiate, coordinate 

and ensure the full implementation of government reform policies and programs. This year’s TII 

presentation will equally feature a keynote address by the Secretary to the Government of the Federation 

(SGF), Boss Mustapha as part of efforts to deepen scal transparency measures in the public service.

Read full release here: https://bit.ly/3sZLSL9 
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STOP CORRUPTION

Stop corruption please,

It's a contagious disease,

That not only affects the persons,

But also the whole nation.

Corruption is like cancer,

Spreading from one part to another,

And its movement is so fast,

That almost nothing's left to be done at last.

The apparent patriots like the scared birds,

Fly away to the distant lands,

In search of a secured,

And be�er life indeed.

If anyone dares to stand against corruption,

The ones suffering from the very pollution,

Throw him in the jail,

Or bury under the soil.

As the sunset lets the dawn to appear,

We shouldn't let our dreams expire,

Since the expected moment isn't far away,

Only you and I can bring that day.

@Md. Ziaul Haque



Contact us at:
No 11 Ado-Ekiti Close, Area 11, Abuja
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